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hd FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
» To Stephen I. Bradstreet,a preacher of Cal- 
vinism, at Cleaveland, Ohio. 

Sin: It is now along time since I have ad- 
» dressed you, yet I doubt not that, after casting 
_. your eye upon my signature, you will readily 
enough recollect me, 

In the spring of 1824 a sermon of yours, de- 
signed to refute the doctrine of God’s impartial 


was a work upon which you much prided your- 
self, as appeared by your, preaching it twice, 
and afterwards committing it to the press for a 
more general circulation. That sermon I re- 
viewed, inthis publication, and. from the re- 
marks which you. made to your neighbors, (for 
Isent you the papers containing the review, 
» and I believe evety remark you made upon'the 
subject has come to. my ears) you were aot 
pleased with my work. However, the columns 
of the Gospel Advocate were open to your pen 
as well as to mine, and you" might have replied 
(and you may yet, if it should suit your conve- 
nience) to my arguments, had you bee 86 ‘dis- 
posed. But you contented yourself with: a lit- 
ile scolding among your church merabérs, and 
» since that was ended I have not heard from 
you, until taking up the Cléaveland Herald of 
the 30th Dec, last, I found one of your cards of 
compliments to the gentlemen of Cleaveland 
for giving you some clothes, and to the ladies 
for a like service to your wife ; and, thirdly, 
(for 1 take the thing in the order you give it) 


* to the ladies again for twenty dollars in cash, to 


yourself, that you might thereby become a 
member of the “ American Tract Society !”— 
And for all these “ manffold kindnesses,” you 
promise to be faithful in the cause of Christ, 
and do every thing you can to get these people 
all safe into heaven! 

From the want of reflection manifested in 
your sermon, I was prepared to suppose you 
are one of those who'never fhink, and ¢onse- 
‘quently just aglikely to embrace error as truth ; 
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but Idid suppose that you had been Jong o- 
nough in the world to be a little more wise than 
‘to pubiish such a card as the one before me, e- 
ven though you had nothing but habit for your 
guide, While reviewing your sermon I pitied 
your want of thought; and now I feel no less 
cOmmisseration for your general weakness.— 
Pray, Sir, what would you have us suppose you 
can do here, to effect the condition of any 
human being, after this state of existence? I 
deliberately tell you that you can do nothing 
that will alter the condition of yourself or’ oth- 
ers, ina future state of qxistence. I- farther 
tell you, on the authority’of the Bible, and I 
challenge you to controvert the position, that 
we have no account of any state of misery, for 








‘any of the human family, except the present 


one, Your theology, Sir, is too old by at least 
one hundred years. You would have done ve- 
ry well in the days of Cotton Mather, when non- 
sense, in matters of religion, passed very well 
for inspiration. . But that day is past, and you 
have the misfortune to be groping your way as 
bout the earth, bearing the samc opinions which 
rationality jong since put to flight, whenever it 
came incontact with them! Of wiat use can 
you suppose yourself, Sir, to a Traet, or ally 
other Society, while you hold to such abswd 
notions? 

A word upon your “ fidelity in.the cause of 
Christ.” _ By the cause of Christ I suppose you 
to mean the doctrine of endless damnation.— 
This, I gather from your writings, is your.idea 
of that.cause, and taking such to be your opin- 
ion, T have some remarks to add, on that point. 
In the first place, then, I charge you with a 
want of fidelity in the cause of Christ, as yous 
call it—and I proceed to specify wherein, 

In my review of your sermon, above alluded 
to, I clearly demonstrated that you had miscon- 
ceived your text, Matthew xxv. 41, and Show- 
ed you that it does not refer to a future state 
of existence, but that the time to which it does 


refer is already past more than 1700 years!—~ ..<* 


I there showed you that you were in total.er- 
tor respecting the meaning of the parable of the 
wheat and tares, as also, the one of the rich =, 
man and Lazarus: In short, I boldly.toldyom” 
in the most deliberate manner, that you ‘a 
not find a single passage in the whole 

that has the least allusion to a place of, mw 
ment for the soul of man, after it has ‘deft the 
earthly body. 1 also, there eonvieted yous of, 
sending worms, as well as the souls of mena; te. >” 
John Calvin’s hell, afd of saying. that sin: 





|serves endless punishment, and alsa, 


i 
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man can tell what itdoes deserve! All this, 
and much more was done in that review, and it 
was all sustained by” proofs, too, and yet you 
have never, that I can learn, made any reply or 
‘acknowledgment, in the case. 


considered my review opposed:to the cause of | definite-manaer. It matters not 
Christ (but I didnot) and yet youiave suffered | choose to\act as they do, if their ¢ 


"ero i 


the whole of it, withall its (in your opinion) er- 
. rors to be circulated through the: country, an 
to have its effects upon the minds of hundreds, 
~ herhaps, without ever attempting to set me or 
those who think with me, right in a single par- 
ticular! So much for your past fidelity in 
what you call the. cause of Christ. Whether 
you will hereafter be more faithful remains to 
be seen; but there can be but little room even 
for hope, when the mind, like yours, has des- 
cended to the practice of penning complimen- 
tary cards to be published in newspapers, thank- 
ing people for boots and coats, and prom- 
» ising to’ help them into heaven for it!— 
“Fake the advice of ‘one who wishes you well, 
Sirjand leave such childish employments. for 
the more noble one of. THINKING. Then, if 
you are in error, you will at least be in the path 
to discover it, and if you are not in error, do 
me the favor to show me that lam, Remem- 
ber that in your sermon you are strenuous a- 
gainst waste of time. Yours, 
REASON, 


‘ discs 
‘Tue poctrmmor FREE-AGENCY CONSIDERED, 
AND COMPARED WITH THE IMMUTABILITY OF 

Gop’s PURPOSES. 

~1. No rational intelligent being acts without 
design. Design, or purpose in acting, is the 
very thing that distinguishes an intelligent bei 
from one destitute of understanding. Were 
to see a manexerting himself to.accomplish no 
particular purpose, I should*pronounce him an 
idiot, » Therefore it would be the same to say 
there is no God, as to’say he ever acts without 
design. 

2. No rational intelligent being acts witha 
doubtful or contingent design, less he be des- 
titute of ability to ect with a'su: + and immuta- 
ble one. Man necéssarily purposes conting- 


‘ whose 
| erwise 


T know you , free-agency in necessarily acting in a particular, 
hat men 


certain afammer, it was impossible that those 
whose agency he came, or these thro’ 
son oe have acted oth- 

an they did; and I take it there is-ne 


such as it is, and could bene 

is not free-agency to be under th 
cessiiy of choosing to do what God’s had and 
counsel determined before te bc done, as wag 
tle cfise in putting Jesus to death; but it is 


Hien aad to do, or not todo, what God ma: 
haye determined shall be rie Diadnaverde- 
termined any thing shall be done (say the ad- 
vocates of free-agency) only on condition that 
men deteriaine to do the same. Thus he de- 
termined that Judas should betray, that Pilate 
should deliver, and that the Jews should cruci- 
fy Jesus, on condition ‘iat Judas should have 
a mind to betray, thai Pilate should have a 
mind to deliver, and that the Jews should have 
a mind to erucify him, The event might have 
been otherwise, and it only happened to take 
place as God had determined it should. On 
the same ground the advocates of frce-agency 
say, that all men may or may not be saved, as 
they shall Aappen to choose, whatever may be 
God’s determination about it. Thus, in order 
}to save the favorite doctrine of free-agency, 
God’s design is rendered equivocal; be acts 
with no certain unalterable purpose ; he does 
thus or thus, provided nan consents ; he is de- 
ficient is wisdom and power; he is not God, 
and there is no God. 

This is the inevitable consequence of free- 
agency. Ju:tas certain as it is thatman is a 
free-agent, and capable of acting otherwise 
than in conformity, or subserviency to God’s 
purpose, so certain it is that there is no God. 

% . ney.ofmanisinsisted on, 
because, it is said, if man be not free, he can- 
not be accountable. Well, we have seen what 
is gained in this way. We have seen that, for 
the sake of saving the doctrine of man’s ac 
countability, the doctrine of the Divinity is sa- 
| erificed. Admit then that man is free, for the 





ently, because he is unable to control events and | sake of having him accountable, and to whom 
circumstances. Man may say, I will do thus! shall he be accountable? He cannot be ac- 
and thus, provided nothing transpires to alter | countable to God, for as sure as he is free, that 
my @etermination. But would man ‘act with ; he may be accountable, there is no God. 
such a contingent purpose, if he knew, for cer-|. It is clear, therefore, that the doctrine of 
tainty, and beforehand, all events? or if bethad free-agency prevents the accountability of man, 
power to control all events? Certainly not.— | though it was manufactured for the sole pur- 
On the contrary, his design would be certain’ pose of making him accountable. 
and fixed, hispurpose unalterable. Therefore” 5. Butif man be a free-agent, that js, if God 
to say that God’s purpose is conditional, or mu- | gaye him power to act either one way or anoth- 
table, is the same as to say that God’s knowl-) er without regard to any fixed purpose, how 
edge and power are limited ; which isthe same | could he be accountable, though his freedom 
as to say there isnoGod, These propositions | should admit the existence of God? 
are incontrevertible. It will not do to say, in this case, that God 
3. But if God'necessarily have a fixed un-| has commended nan to do thus and thug, for 
alterable purpose in acting, it is impossible that ' he could not command the same creature that 
man should be a free-agent. For instance; if he has made free. No beilg has a right to 
God designed that Jesus Christ should appear command those who are not.under his govern- 
in the world at a certain period, and die in a ; ment; and those who are under government 
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are not free. . Therefore the supposition that 
mapis'a free-agent amounts to this, that God 
has given him liberty to act as he pleases. But 
if God. have given him liberty to act as he 
pleases, hy what right can he call him to an ac- 
count? ft is evident that hias divested 
himself of the right to call man to‘an account, 
if he have rivet Sith liberty to act as he pleas- 
es, Thercfore,in every way that the doctrine 
of free-agency can be viewed, it inevitably des- 
troys the doctrine of accountabitity. 

6, If man were a i agent, ge thereby 
possessed the power of thwarting $ pu 
ses, and still Deewcvih) be a God, he debs 
a most unhappy being ; for expericnce teaches 
us that there is no greater source of infelicity 
than disappointment, or inability to accomplish 
our wishes.. Therefore, while God desires the 
salvation of all men, and “ Hath made known 
unto. us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in 
himself, in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times he might gather together in one all 

“things in Christ,” man, being a free-agent, and 
“. eapable of defeating God’s purpose, is able to 
render miserable and wretched the author of 
his being. Shall God be charged with the fol- 
ly of bestowing upon his creatures power over 
his own happiness, and thus of disturbing his 
eternal repose? ‘This is an unavoidable con- 
sequence of fi mey. 

7. If man be a free-agent, there is no truth 
in the scriptures, The truth of the scriptures 
rests on the certainty of cy. Events 
are said to have been foretold, and to have 
transpired according to the predictions ; but 
this is impossible, if man be a free-agent. An 
event- cannot be foretold unless it be certain 
that it will take place;and no event cap, be 
certain to take place; in-which man is concer- 
ued, unless he be under the necessity of acting 
in such a manner as.to bring it oN 
events have been, foret and have taken 
place precisely accordi the prediction, and 
therefore they were and sure by the di- 
vine purpose, and ¢ man is not a free- 
agent, but acts according to God’s d : 

8. If man aet according toGod’s 
it be God’s d to.“ gather together ia one 
all things in Christ,” then all peg i be ga- 
thered together in Christ, tase there 
is a God, and his counsel will stavd,-he will do 
all his pleasure, in spite of all created powers 
in the universe. Such a God is worthy of our 
trust. The word of such a God is worthy of 
our belief. 

9. But if God do all his 
have no power to defeat his 


pees, and man 
esigns, how is he 
accountable ?. Can man be accountable for 
doing what he. cannot avoid? Ans. God’s 


pur is his Jaw. Man is accountable to 
God’s law as far ashe knows it, but no farther. 
God’s law demands, for his purpose is, that all 
men should love the Lord their God with all 
eis hearts, and their neighbor as themselves. 
Now,- although all events, and.all the actions 


and} 





of men coerce ire to bring about this glorious de 
sign, and tofill the rt with love, yet so 
far as any individual acts without this object in 
view, so far he is a simper. Sin is the want of 
an intention corres _with »what_God’s 
law requires, or with what God s. to 
accomplish. Sin will be removed, 
the se of God will be effected,the law will 
be ed, by man coming to an ing 
of it, and being governed by it ; this, and this 
only is accountability to God. Sin reigns, in 
all its deadly power, over those who are igno- 
rant of God's law and putpose ; but there is no 
accountability in this caseyto God’s law or pur- 
pres for sin is not imputed where is no 
aw. ‘Thetime isto come when law is 
to be written in the minds and-hearts of men, 
and then, and then only, will they all be ac- 
countable to God. 

The writings of God’s law in the minds and 
heartsof men, is bringing them before the Judg- 
ment seat of Christ, where they are accouatable 
for evi and deed. -Therefore itis w 
ten, “ He. set Judgment in the earth, end 
the isles sffall avait for his Jaw.” , 

This is ’s covenant unto men, when she 
shall take away their sins. (See Jer. xxxi. 31, 
34, Rom. xi. 27.). Now, unless it be God’s 
purpose-to write his laws in the hearts of all 
men, and thus take away their sins, (which 
would be universal salvation) all men are never 
to becomé accountable to God for their ¢on- 
duct ; but if it. be God’s purpose ‘thns to write. 
his laws in the minds and hearts ‘of all men, 
and thus to take away. their sins, and if this pum 
pose be immutable, then all men will become 
accountable to God, and so all men will be 
saved,. Therefore the accountability of man 
depends on the unchangeable purpose of God. 
and that purpose forbids the’ free-agency of 
man. 3 

40. But is aot the doctrine of necessity, or. 

redestination, calculated to encourage men to_ 


iveinsin? Yes, if itbe any en t 
to disobey, to know that Almighty God a en-. 
ed to punish the offender in the most con- 
ign manner, and finish all transgression ; othe 
erwise it is not.—Religious Inquirer. 
JOHN BROOKS. 


ORTHODOX DECENCY. 

Sia,—If you should think the foliowing ac- 
cduntwoald serve to convince any of the folly 
impiety of enthusiam and fanaticism, please 


and i 
pinsért itin the Universalist, ; 

The singularity of the a and ex. 
pressions of a missionary lately. visiting the: 
town of Western, in the county of Oneida, (N. 
Y.) has excited considerable attention... ‘It is 
réported that he is sent by a Female Missien- 
ary Society ia the county of Jefferson, and +his 
most warm,irdenat, and pointed addresses.and 


his princig,, jobject is to “ raise a breeze,” as 
the sailoorctld term it, ar, as he expresses it, 





to Woyay you revival or awakening in religion ; 





attention are drawn to young females: itseems, «> 
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and it appears, by accounts, that he very much their signai defeat is anoiber evidence of om pros 16 f 
follows the steps of the famous A. Nettleton, of ity, and will be long remembered with gratitude by 


blasphemous memory. He has generally, at 
his former meetings, laid the blame upon the 
awfully hardened sinners of Western, that he 
could not obtain his point: but at a 1 te mect- 
ing, there not being so numeroys an attendance 
as common, he concluded not to preach, but to 
convert the meeting into a prayer-mecting, and 
invited the brethren to open the meeting by 
prayer, which was done, and several in succes- 
sion performed their part in that duty: he then 
prayed himself, after which a very uncommon 
exhortation was delivered. He accused the 
brethren of coldness and formality in their 
prayers, as the reason of not producing the 
wished for awakening—that the sinners were 
not at all to blame, but the blame rested wholly 
upon the good Christians, for their coldness, 
&c. in expressions to the following effect, if not 
in the very words: Your prayers are so very 
cold, they do not rise more than six feet high ; 
you must strive hard, and strugele—you must 
groan, you must agonize! why, you must pray 
till your nose bleeds, or it will not avail! If 
you do not do better, I must soon shake my 
garments against you and clear out, and be 
gone. I would not have you think thatI will 
stay here and go to hell! along with the rest of 
you! &c,— Universalist. 





—— 
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** THE THING AS IT 18.”——Job. 








RETROSPECTIVE. 


Having closed the labors of the year, and being 
about to begin the active duties of another, it 
may be profitable to consider what has been done, that 
we may be better prepared for the task before us. 

The last year has been aneventful one. Ifwecon. 
template the temporal prosperity of the State of New 
York, it must be confessed, that no commonwealth 
was ever more highly favored. The completion of 
the Grand Erie Canal, is an event, that will be re- 
membered when its projectors shell have long slept in 
the dust. Its influence will long be felt by our hap- 
py country, and will continue to excite a spirit of 
laudable enterprise among the inhabitants of other 
states. Withsomefew disgraceful exceptions, our 
legislative bodies have exhibited that integrity and 
aprightnesa which ever do honor to'enlightened hu- 
Mavity. They have resisted the eAcroachments of 
priesteraft with firmness, and have left on record, for 
the imitation of their successors, their marked disap- 
probation of any attempts to unite church and state. 
The interference of Mr. Yates, in behalf of the cler- 
gy. against our rights; and the decided manner in 
which he and his coadjators were stopped in their 
orthodox vlans, constitutes a contrast between high 


every friend to American freedom. 

Ifwe reflect on the condition of our adjoining sis- 
ter states, the same indications of successful enter 
prize—the same ora similar advancement of light, 
liberality, and bappiness, that soeminently disting vish 
the state of New-York, are corspicuous in them.— 

, Ohio, is rapidly striding onward to the pinacle of 
| earthly glory.The state that now is the fourth in rank 
among the proud members of our Union, will doubt- 
| less soon be placed by the side of the first. Ver- 
mont, has soared to an height of republicanism, well 
represented by the comparative elevation of het 
mountains; and has set ber band to the declaration 
of free toleration. Even repuled heretics have been 
appointed to administer the word of life in her legisla- 
tive halls; and tzeir Chief Magistrate, like the Fa 
ther of our country, has signified his approbation of 
the measure. Pennsylvania, begins to feel the gen- 
ial influences of impartial benevolence, and -its ber-- 
ders have welcomed the harbingers of universal peace, 
and received the seed, which, we trust, will produce 
an hundred fold. The other me:nbers of our Republic, 
are progressing with surprising success in works of 
improvement, and enjoy, with few excc;tions, thaf 
Freedom of mind, without which liberty is but an 
empty vame. 

And if we now turn our attention to the humble 
sphere in which we have moved, a portion of satisfac + 
tion may result from a retrospective view of our la- 
bors and success during the year that bas just ended 
The ground over which we have travelled has becr 
diversified with roses and thorns—with barren places 
and fruitful fields, alternately presen'ing to our view, 
the rich exuberarice of eternal kindness, and the 
varied forms of bigotry and perverse opposition ;— 
calculated to stimulate the friend of impartial trut! 
to greater and: more vigorous exertions, and to appa} 
the fearful and unbelieving. Regardless of our own 
jease or emolument, we have combatted what has been 
thought erroneous, and fearessly endeavored to aid 
the dissemination of the truth. Our success has at 
one time been expressed by the voice of our friends ; 
at another by the disapprobation of our enemies; ei 
ther of which, however painful the latter may have 
been for a moment, has served to encourage our hopes 
aud excite a spirit of determined perseverence. We 
have beep made happy by the assurance afforded u4,~ 
from various sources, that wherever our work hag 
been known it has been gencraily approbated. 
The wise, have doubtless derived some little benefit 
from the perusal of its pages; and the simple have 
thereby been enabled to see more clearly the defor- 
mity of error and the comeliness of truth. 

Happily, we have been so far benesth the notice of 
the pretended ambassadors of the Jowly Jesus, that 
our arguments have not been refuted! And this bas 
encouraged us with the hope, that during the present 
year, there will be the more investigation to expect. 





handed wickedness, and enlightened legislation, that | 
should never be forgotton. The attempts of thecler- | 
gy to stop our mails and canal boats on Sunday, and | 


If some of our learned opponents should see proper to 
enter upon the undertaking, the reader may expect 
such a flood of light to pour upon the eye-balls of the 
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‘blind. that every rey of darknss will be expelled 
from our path. 

On the whiole, from a review of the past, and the 
hopes ofthe future, which we predicate on the right. 
cousness of our cause and the integrity of our inten 
tions,we are encouraged to persevere in our underta- 
king. And that all appearance of unfairness may be 
done away, we now, in the spirit of friendship and 
impartial kindness, tend@r the use of our columns to 
our opponents, particularly to the clergymen in this 
village and vicinity, renewing our pledge of candor 
and fairness in any discussion that may be introdu- 
ced, anda frank and ingenuous acknowledgment of 
every favor. Should this offer be accepted, it will 
we fondly hope. supercede the necessity of any com- 
plaints hereafter, against us, on account of apy fu- 
ture severity in our strictures ov the silence of out 
opponents. 

We tender our grateful acknowledgments to) al! 
those who have assisted us during the past year, par- 
ticularly those who have candidly and explicitly stat- 
ed, in our columns, their objections to te doctrine we 
maintain. We cordially invite them to contunue: 
and will endeavor, to the extent of our ability, to 
render their perambulations 1n the field of controver- 
By, as pleasant as circumstances will admit. And 
while we desire to cultivate the most unqualified sen- 
timents of friendship towards ail, we shall not fail to 
treasure up a remembrance of sccret and unfair insin- 
uations against us and our designs, as well as emo- 
tions of gratitude for all manifestations of charitable 
regard for our spiritual welfare and prosperity in 
time or eternity. 








SOCIAL WORSHIP 
Agrecable to the best impulse of our nature, 
BY MRS. BARBAULD. 


Sentiments of admiration, love and joy, swell 
the bosom with emotions which seek for fel- 
lowship and communication, The flame in- 
deed may be kindled by silent musing ; but 
when kindled it must infallibly spread. The 
devout heart penetrated with large and affect- 
ing views of the immensity of the works of 
God, the harmony of his laws and the extent of 
his beneficence, bursts: into loud and voeal ex- 
pressions of praise and adoration; and from a 
full and overflowing sensibility, seeks te ex- 
pand itself to the utmost limits of creation — 
The mind is foreibly carried out of itself, and 
embracing the whole circle of animated exist- 
ence, calls on all above, around, below, to help 
to bear the burden of its gratitude. Joy is too 
brilliant a thing to be confined within our own 
bosoms; it burnishes all nature, and with its 
vivid coloring gives a kind of factitious life’ to 
objects without sense or motion. There can- 
not be a more striking proof of the ten- 
dency of these feelings, than the strong pro- 
pensity we have to suppose auditors when there 
are none. When men are wanting, we address 





to partake of our feelings, we find sentiments 
in the music of birds, the ham of insects, & the 
low of kine: nay, we call on rocks end streams 
and forests to witness and share our emotions. 
Hence the royal shepherd, sojourning in caves 
and solitary wastes, calls on the hills to rejoice, 
and the floods to clap their hands; and the 
lonely poet, sojourning in the deep recesses of 
uncultivated nature, finds a temple in every 
solemn grove, and swells his chorus of praise 
with the winds that bow the lofty cedars. And 
can he, who, not satisfied with the wide range 
of dnimated existence, calls for the sympathy 
of the inanimate ercation, refuse to worship 
with his fellow-men? Can he who bids “ Na- 
ture attend,” forget to “join every living soul” 
in the universal hymn? Shall we suppose 
companion: in the stillness of deserts, and shall 
we overlook them amongst friends and towns- 
men? It cannot be! Social worship, for the 
devout heart, is not more a duty than it is a 
real want. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A zealous fanatic by the name of Finney, a 
Presbyterian preacher in Jefferson county, N. 
Y., publicly declared, not long since, that he 
was one of the Brigadier Generals of Jesus 
Christ, with a special commission from the 
court of heaven to preach the gospel, and all 
that did not believe him would be eternally 
damned !! In one of his meetings he further 
declared himself commissioned to make war 
with the devil ; and that he was not ignorant of 
the machinations and devices of that evil being, 
nor of his power, neither indeed of his size ; 
which he asserted was “bigger than the whole 
of this world!” At this last Polyphemian 
monster of an expression, a young man in the 
cengregation, had the unblushing impudence to 
smile ; whereupon the Brigadier Gencral, sud- 
denly breaking off from preaching, demands, 
in a voice of thunder ; “ Youngman, what are 
you laughing at 2” “ Sir,I did but just smile, 
and I don’t know as I am obliged to tell you 
what I smiled at.” “J insist on it you shall 
tell ! what were you laughing at 2” “1 think 
Sir, I understood you to say, thé devil was big- 
ger than all this world?” “TI did say so.”— 
“I would merely wish to inguire, then, how 
large Mary Magdalene was ?”—Evangclical 
Restorationist. 


FIDES CARBONARIA. 
Implicit. faith has been sometimes ludic- 
rously styled fides carbonaria, the collier’s faith 
from the noted story of one who examined an 
ignorant Collier on his religious principles, and 
asked him what it was that he believed. He 
answered, “ l believe what the church believes.” 
The other rejoined, “What then does the 
church believe?” He replied readily, “The 
church believeswhat I believe.” The other 
desirous, if possible, to bring him to particulars, 
once more resumes his inquiry ; “'Tell me then, 





the animal creation; and rather than have none 


I pray you, what it is the church and you both 
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believe?” The only answer the Collier could 


give, was, “ Why truly, Sir, the church and I 
both—believe the same thing.”—Univ. Mag. 


CALVINISTIC HELL. 

Alleine’s “ Alarm to the Unconverted Sin- 
ners” was.once the most popular book of the 
Calvinists : Jt isa book from which a serious 
mind may still learn much; the preacher may 
draw from it recourses of oratory ; though it can 
only be recommended to such as know how to 
purge the alloy from the pure ore. 

he following isnot one of Alleine’s best 
passages, but it shews with what implements 
the popular preachers have worked upon the 
public mind. “ Hear, Oman, thy predecessors 
in impenitence preach from the infernal gibbets, 
from the flames, from the rack, that thou shouldst 
repent. O look down into the bottomless pit. 
Seest thou how the smoke of their torments as. 
cendeth for ever andever! How black are 
those fiends! How furious are their torments ! 
*Tis their only music to hear how their miser- 
able patients roar, to hear bones crack.— 
*Tis their meat and drink to see how their flesh 
frieth, and their fat droppeth, to drench them 
with burning metal and torip open their bodies, 
and pour in the fierce and fiery brass into their 
bowels, and the recesses and ventricles of their 
hearts.”—pp. 188—9. Ed. 1672.— Univ. Mag. 


A pious minister in the town of being 
dismissed from the care of his flock was after- 
wards at a town meeting chosen hog reeve, on 
which occasion he made the following facetious 
and cutting reply. “My friends, I came a- 
mong you as the Shepherd of your souls, but 
since you have changed your characters, I must 
change wine, and take care of hogs.” 


“ WHAT IS TRUTH.” 

The value and importance of the christian 
religion may be realized in every station of life 
in which we may be placed. But the hour of 
death is the peculiar time in which its excellen- 
cy is most sensibly experienced, At that sol- 
emn time, when all-earthly hopes are fast van- 
ishing away,when every prospect of future hap- 
piness under’ the sun passes from us like vis- 
ions of night, when the dark shades of death 
are about to hide in their sable folds all which 
is known, familiar and beloved, then how con- 
soling is that glorious hope bearing us on its 
swift towering pinions beyond this melancholy 
vale of deceptive mortality to a land of glory 
and unfading joys. 

I have not been acquainted with a more stri- 
king instance of that glorying over mortality, 
which a firm faith in Jesus Christ only gives, 
ihan in the closing days ofa relative whose la- 
mented but triumphant death I witnessed. 

Mariam had approached to her nineteenth 
year, when a lingering disease began its work 
of destruction upon her, Previous to this no 
threatening cloud had ever obscured the flat- 
tering prospect of future prosperity. From al 





the expectations of wordly happiness she was 
cut off, by a slow but fatal illness ; yet the prin- 
ciples of religion in which she had been instruc- 
ted from childhood, and which she had experi- 
enced in more mature years, withdrew not its 
solace nor the glory it revealed, while every 
thing else was steadily receding from her view : 
but while approaching death was fast extin- 
guishing the transient glory of earthly things, a 
sure and steadfast hope, if possible, increased 
in firmness and shed a more enlarged brillian- 
cy on her mind. Her faith in the restoration 
of all things was firm and unwavering. It ap- 
peared the subjeet of the most joyous medita- 
tion and the most happy theme of conversation. 
As she looked forward to the pleasures of hea- 
ven with delightful expectancy, the prospect 
that a redeemed world would finally mix in its 
sublime praises, increased the pleasure of her 
anticipation. 

When the hope of recovery was yielded to 
the fatality of lier disease, she expressed the ut- 
most calmness and resignation. But as the 
time drew near that was to close her earthly 
pilgrimage she looked forward with eager de- 
sire to the time of her departure. Death ap- 
peared Jess a king of terrors than an angel of 
deliverance from the bondage of corruption, 
and asa conductor into the glorious liberty of 
the son of God. A few days previous to her 
death she prevailed on her friends to prepare 
her grave clothes, desiring they should be hung 
up in her sight, and gazed upon them with ase- 
rene pleasure as though they pointed to that 
garment made white, washed clean in the blood 
of the Lamb. She gave directions for her fu- 
neral, particularly requesting a preacher of the 
restoration to perform the funeral services asa 
further testimonial that she died firm in the 
faith she had professed. When death came, 
she hailed him as a friend, and while she yield- 
ed her mortal life to his power, her mind glori- 
ed over him in that victorious faith which for 
some weeks had almost yielded the joys of its 
realities to come. 

A few days before her death she dictated the 
following letter to some distant relatives, 

“ Beloved cousins—I received your friendly 
letter and feel a sensible gratitude for your re- 
gard to me and our family. Not being able to 
write myself, a friend writes for me; and you 
must receive this as the last token of psy friend- 
ship in this world. In this [take my leave of 
you forever ; and although I shall remember 
you to the last hour of my life, yet this is my 
dying hour to you, for you cannot hear from 
me again till you hear I am in the tomb, You 
appear to have been ignorant of my situation— 
you write as though I am as I have been in 
former years ; but I am no more to this world 
but a fast decaying sojourner to the land of 
spirits. Mts 

It has been some months since a lingering 
consumption began to wear away my health ; 
for afew weeks I have been confined a prey to 
constant decay ; anda few more days will ter- 
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‘minate my existence. This, dear friends, will 
be another witness to you of the 
all prospects below the sun. 
shadows quick vanishing away. 
sets in the west, leaving the world in gloomy 
night, so in death ; but as the solitude of night 
is cheered from the prospect of morning, so in 
death, we look forward with pleasure to a life 
of immortality beyond the grave; or as the 
blossoms of summer are shorn in autump, so are 
we cut off by death. But as in autumn we 
look forward to the returning spring, so in 
death we look forward to a resurrection of im- 
mortality ; and so true as the morning succeeds 
the night, and spring returns after autumn, so 
true if we die we shall live again, Farewell, 
you will remember that I Joved you—you will 
remember days of happiness in which you liv- 
ed here. If you return our family will meet 
you with pleasure, but I shall be here no more. 
Farewell, you say you expect to visit us next 
fall, but.I shall not see you. Many things will 
bring me to your remembrance. You will re- 
member the places in which we have been to- 
are will remember these seasons of 
appiness ; then remember my attachment to 
you. This is the lasttime I signify my love, 
for soon to this world the voice of Mariam will 
be silent forever. Ido not fear death, I am 
calm, I am reconciled—yes I even desire to de- 
part. Ido not fear death, I look beyond it. 
I believe with a firm established faith that not 
only myself but that all our fallen race will fi- 
nally be saved from siu and death, and unite in 
the song of the glorified above. My faith is 
not wavering, so farewell, that you may be hap- 


y here, that you may have the presence of 


od when you die, and that you may ever be- 
hold his face in the eternal world, is the fer- 
vent and last prayer of your ever constant, af- 
fectionate and now dying cousin. M. M.” 


RELIGIOUS ELEC'TIONEERING, AND 
SAINTLY SWINDLING., 

A tase of, we were going to say, no ordinary 
nature, but we are inclined to believe the case 
is of but too frequent occurrence, has lately 
transpired here, which deserves the particular 
attention of the thinking part of community, 
and is characteristic of that bigoted and infuri- 
ated class of zealots who prowl in our vicinity, 
and with the rapacity of tigers, pounce upon 
the money of their weak-minded, deluded vic- 
tims, at every opportumty. 

A map in one of the calvinistic congrega- 
tions in this city, who (we give him due credit 
for a little sincerity) doubiless considers him- 
self a christian in practice as well as in name, 
had fastened his eye upon a piously-given dam- 
sel, whom he supposed to b. possessed of a 
comfortable share of this world’s goods, as a 
proper victim to the “ great cause,” as they 
cantingly call it ; and he accordingly beset her 
with the most ardent solicitations, to subscribe 
$100, to increase the hely missionary, tract, 
and poor and pious young men’s fund—or, as 


uncertainty of | ; 
Our lives are | ly averse to this manner of securing her salva- 
As the sun|tion, and at first had the hardihood to think the 


he blasphemously denominated it, “ to assist 
the Lord.” The woman, it seems, was great- 


holy requisition a little unreasonable. In the 
first place, she knew her own circumstances 
rather better than the pious man of God did ; 
and, secondly, she had not yet run mad with 
the enthusiastic mania, with which the Jesuits 
distract and destroy their victims. He, how- 
ever, stuck to his text, and after persisting in 
his demand for a long time, the yielding wo- 
man came to and surrendered the point. She 
subscribed the 100 dollars ! 

The reader will probably suppose that here 
isan end of the story ; but, if so, he is a little 
too fast. He should remember the sage poet- 
ical maxim of ona Colman—that 
“ Swearing to de a thing, while bile’s afloat, 

Is easier, far, than afterwards essaying it ; 

Just as to sign a promissory note 

Is not so difficult as paying it.” 


and that the remark is just as applicable to rer 
ligious, or fanatical zeal, and every other kind 
of enthusiasm, as to the operations of the ¢ bile,’ 
is a truism which we trust few will deny. So 
it turned out with our heroine. In the ecstacy 
of her pious excitement, raised to its acme by 
the warm importunities of her pressing suitor, 
she had “ signed the bond,” without consider- 
ing the means of cancelling it, After the fer- 
vor of her holy rapture had a little subsided, 
however, and the performance of her pious 
contract was demanded in the immediate pro- 
duction of the shiners, she began to reflect a lit- 
ue more soberly on the predicament into which 
her sanctified adviser had brought her. She 
found it impossible to raise the cash without 
enormous and grievous sacrifices, But there 
was no remedy, The Jew insisted on “ the 
bond ;” and there is more mercy in the famished 
wolf, or the raging elements, than the avari- 
cious grasp of the speculating, sanctimonious 
devotee of calvinistic cupidity. 

The poor, misguided, half distracted woman, 
supposing herself in duty bound to comply with 
the terms she had subscribed to, was absolutely 
compelled to dispose ofa portion of her most 
valuable and necessary articles of household 
furniture, to satisfy the rapacious vultures into 
whose hands she had fallen. She found,to her 
sorrow, that the toll which her christian grind- 
er exacted, amounted to more than the grist.— 
Verily, she may now, with much propriety, va- 
ry a certain text, and exclaim,—“ A certain 
woman fell among thieves.” - 

If it is possible to be calm on such a subject 
as this, let us calmly inquire, what sort of reli- 
gious principles can prompt men to such acts as 
the one which we have detailed ? And yet this 
is only one instance out of perhaps many thou- 
sands! Such transaetions@re as seldom as pos- 
sible suffered to come to light, but there is ev- 
ery reason to believe that they are lamentably 
frequent : and thus we see the pampered priests 





and long-laced hypocrites are wallowing in. 
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luxury, while the credulous, unsuspecting, and 
misguided victims of their policy are either la- 
menting over the ruin in which they have been 
involved, pining in want, or straining their 
weary limbs to acquire the means of repeating 
their folly.—Alb, paper. 


ANOTHER VICTIM, 
To the doctrine of Endless Misery. 

A respectable middle-aged lady, a widow, in 
this city, ended her mortal existence on Sunday 
morning last, by hanging herself. This lady 
until a few days past, was cheerful, and com- 
paratively happy; when the demon of ortho- 
doxy assailed her with unhallowed stories of a 
future and endless hell, and the wretched wo- 
man perished a victim to the hellish hypothesis 
of interminable reprobation. The self-sancti- 
fied author of this popular mischief, may feel 
his importance increased by the fatal conse- 
quences of his labors ; while the humane, re- 
flecting mind will consider this victim another 
addition to the great catalogue of pious mur- 
ders ! 

God is the unchangaeble rriznp of thewidow 
and the fatherless, and him that has no helper ; 
wo be to the wretch, who dares deny this 
truth, and basely calumniate the King of Heav- 
en !—Gospel Herald. 








ALL PUNISHMENT LIMITED, 

For myself, from a careful examination of the 
New Testament, I am satisfied it does not con- 
tain the doctrine of punishment endless in du- 
ration. I as fully believe that the sanction of 
the divine law will be inflieted. 

The belief that future punishment will be of 
limited duration, is not peculiar to modern 
times. .Some ofthe most celebrated of the 
christian fathers, held thisopinion, Many oth- 
er early professors embraced this doctrine.— 
Some writers, indeed, boldly assert, that the o- 
pinion of endless punishment was not received 
among believers till philosophers introduced 
into their schools, metaphysical disputations a- 
bout time and space. Many, who disbelieve 
the doctrine of eternal punishment, are afraid 
to avow their opinion, lest it should weaken the 
restraints of religion. ‘This is not my fear.— 
The certainty of merited punishment operates 
more powerfully on the human mind, than the 
threat of punishment, evidently disproportion- 
ed to crimes committed.—Dr. Bancroft. 


a -  ______ 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 
Those who have subscribed for, and received the 
Gospel Advocate, cannot complain for the want of ev- 
ery reasonable indulgeace. We have never gather- 
ed where we have not strawed, nor required payment 
of our friends when it was ioconvenient for them to 
comply. Nor do we design to alter our course in 
this respect; but shajlin all cases consult the con- 
venience of our subséribersiBut the object of this is 
to give our friends to Understand, that the ‘* condi- 
tions” of this paper will be strictly adhered to, so far, 
as that, NO PAPER WILL BE. DISCONTINUED UNTIL 


ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE AMOUNT. Notice of dis- 
continuance, must in all cases be accompanied with 
the sum due, in order to receive attenticn. Pa- 
pers returned to,this office, will not be considered as 
notifications of discontinuance, as heretofore. The 
loss of many entire volumes, in consequence of such 
arrangement, owing to the carelessness or inattention 
of those who have returned them, is a sufficient a- 
polugy for the adoption of this resolution. This no- 
tice is not designed to apply in any of those cases 
where special contracts have been made with the 
Publisher or his agents; but in all other cases will 
be particularly regarded. 

> Those who have not received all the numbers 
of the last volume, can have them forwarded by noti- 
fying the Editor of such deficiences. 





POUTRY. 


I WILL SING PRAISE. 








FROM THE RURAL REPOSITORY. 
STANZAS. 
“ Notongue will chide 4 mother's gloom. 
Nor mock a mother’s sigh,”—Jamrs L. Coir. 


I have seen the fond mother weep over her son, 
As he lay in bis shroud on a bier, 

Exclaiming—* O my God, let thy will e’er be done,” 
And still heaving the while the sad tear. 


I have seen his remains carried slow to the grave 
While the mourners would follow apace ; 

I have seen the dust fall o’er the form of the brave, 
As they fill’d up the burial-place. 


I have heard the bell toll in the village church dom« 
When it sounded in notes sad and wild, 

As the parent return’d to her sorrowful home, 
Deploring the death of her child. 


I have seen her oft weep by the side of her bed— 
I have seen a seat, vacant, bereft; 
I have seen her in sorrow reclining her head 
And caressing a child that was left: 
—2= +e 


STAR OF JACOB. 


Sons of nen, behold him far, 
Hail the long-expected Star! 
Jacob’s star, that gilds the night, 
Guides bewilder’d nature right.’ 


Fear not hence that ill should floy, 
Wars or pestilence below ; 

Wars it bids and tumults cease 
Usb’ ring in the Prince of Peace. 


Mild he shines on all beneath, 

Piercing through the shades of deat ; 
Scatt’rng error’s wide-spread night. 
Kindling darkness into light. WESLEY, 





THE WHEN, THE WHERE, THE WMY, THH WHAT] 
Epitaph on a Hermtt. 
Far upona mountain’s brow, 
A hermit liv’d—the Lord knows how ; 
A rope and sackcloth did he wear, 
And gut his food—the Lord knows where; 
Hardships and penance were his lot, 
He often pray’d—the Lord knows what ; 
At length this holy man did die, 
He left the worli—the Lord knows why ; 
He’s buried in this gloomy den, 
And he shall rne—the Lord knows when, 
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